Redding Climate Change Petition

For information about returning the petition please email dougcraig@aol.com

We, the undersigned, accept the scientific consensus of the worldwide scientific community as documented by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change statement in 2007 that claimed: 

90% certainty that global warming was man-made and will “continue for centuries” and that “Most of the observed increase in global average temperatures since the mid-20th century is very likely due to the observed increase” in human-produced greenhouse has emissions.

We, the undersigned, agree with the United States National Academy of Sciences report in 2001 that: 

“Greenhouse gases are accumulating in Earth's atmosphere as a result of human activities, causing surface air temperatures and subsurface ocean temperatures to rise. Temperatures are, in fact, rising. The changes observed over the last several decades are likely mostly due to human activities.”

We, the undersigned, agree with the 2003 statement by the American Geophysical Union that: 

“Human activities are increasingly altering the Earth’s climate” and “Scientific evidence strongly indicates that natural influences cannot explain the rapid increase in global…temperatures during the second half of the 20th century.”  

We, the undersigned, agree with the 2005 Joint Science Academies statement from Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Russia, Britain and the United States that: 

“It is likely that most of the warming in recent decades can be attributed to human activities” and “human activities are now causing atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases to rise well above pre-industrial levels” and “Increasing greenhouse gases are causing temperatures to rise.”

We, the undersigned, agree with the American Meteorological Society’s (AMS) 2007 Information Statement on Climate Change that said, 

“Human activities are a major contributor to climate change” and “Direct human impact is through changes in the concentration of…greenhouse gases” and “Increases in (these gases) are nearly certain to produce continued increases in temperature.”  

We especially agree with the concluding statement of the AMS that: 

“Prudence dictates extreme care in managing our relationship with the only planet known to be capable of sustaining human life.”

To that end, we the undersigned residents of Redding, California, do hereby implore our City Council to publicly accept and acknowledge these scientific facts.  Many cities, in this country and abroad, already have strong local policies and programs in place to reduce global warming pollution, but more action is needed at the local, state, and federal levels to meet the challenge.  On February 16, 2005, the Kyoto Protocol, the international agreement to address climate disruption, became law for the 141 countries that have ratified it to date.  On that day, Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels launched the Mayors Climate Protection Agreement initiative to advance the goals of the Kyoto Protocol through leadership and action by at least 141 American cities.

More than three years have passed Since Mayor Nickels launched his initiative and as of April, 2008, over 825 American Cities have now signed the Agreement including 118 in California, demonstrating the vision, courage and leadership this global crisis requires.

By signing the Mayors Climate Protection Agreement, Redding will join with the rest of the world in recognizing our moral responsibility to reduce our emission of greenhouse gases as stipulated in the Kyoto Protocol, and make a clear statement to the citizens of Redding about our commitment to work with each other and with other communities to solve this planetary climate crisis.  

We, the undersigned, urge our City Council to sign this Agreement and thereby commit to take the following three actions:

-Strive to meet or beat the Kyoto Protocol targets in our own community through various policies, projects and public information campaigns;

-Urge our state governments, and the federal government, to enact policies and programs to meet or beat the greenhouse gas emission reduction target suggested for the United States in the Kyoto Protocol—7 % reduction from 1990 levels by 2012; and

-Urge the U.S. Congress to pass bipartisan greenhouse gas reduction legislation, which would establish a national emission trading system.

The U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement 

(As endorsed by the 73rd Annual U.S. Conference of Mayors meeting, Chicago, 2005)

A. We urge the federal government and state governments to enact policies and programs to meet or beat the target of reducing global warming pollution levels to 7 percent below 1990 levels by 2012, including efforts to: reduce the United States’ dependence on fossil fuels and accelerate the development of clean, economical energy resources and fuel-efficient technologies such as conservation, methane recovery for energy generation, waste to energy, wind and solar energy, fuel cells, efficient motor vehicles, and biofuels; 

B. We urge the U.S. Congress to pass bipartisan greenhouse gas reduction legislation that 1) includes clear timetables and emissions limits and 2) a flexible, market-based system of tradable allowances among emitting industries; and 

C. We will strive to meet or exceed Kyoto Protocol targets for reducing global warming pollution by taking actions in our own operations and communities such as: 

1. Inventory global warming emissions in City operations and in the community, set reduction targets and create an action plan. 

2. Adopt and enforce land-use policies that reduce sprawl, preserve open space, and create compact, walkable urban communities; 

3. Promote transportation options such as bicycle trails, commute trip reduction programs, incentives for car pooling and public transit; 

4. Increase the use of clean, alternative energy by, for example, investing in “green tags”, advocating for the development of renewable energy resources, recovering landfill methane for energy production, and supporting the use of waste to energy technology; 

5. Make energy efficiency a priority through building code improvements, retrofitting city facilities with energy efficient lighting and urging employees to conserve energy and save money; 

6. Purchase only Energy Star equipment and appliances for City use; 

7. Practice and promote sustainable building practices using the U.S. Green Building Council's LEED program or a similar system; 

8. Increase the average fuel efficiency of municipal fleet vehicles; reduce the number of vehicles; launch an employee education program including anti-idling messages; convert diesel vehicles to bio-diesel; 

9. Evaluate opportunities to increase pump efficiency in water and wastewater systems; recover wastewater treatment methane for energy production; 

10. Increase recycling rates in City operations and in the community; 

11. Maintain healthy urban forests; promote tree planting to increase shading and to absorb CO2; and 

12. Help educate the public, schools, other jurisdictions, professional associations, business and industry about reducing global warming pollution. 

Redding Climate Change Petition

We, the undersigned, urge our Redding City Council to sign this Agreement and thereby commit to take the following three actions:

-Strive to meet or beat the Kyoto Protocol targets in our own community through various policies, projects and public information campaigns;

-Urge our state governments, and the federal government, to enact policies and programs to meet or beat the greenhouse gas emission reduction target suggested for the United States in the Kyoto Protocol—7 % reduction from 1990 levels by 2012; and

-Urge the U.S. Congress to pass bipartisan greenhouse gas reduction legislation, which would establish a national emission trading system.
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